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Superintendent  Benjamin Andrew Buckheister 

We have recently been contacted by Joe Whittaker who is the great, great grandson of Mr. Buckheister. He has 
furnished us additional, interesting information about the Superintendent. 

My Great, Great Grandfather, Benjamin Andrew Buckheister was known in Spartanburg as 
B.A. Buckheister. He was a native of Charleston brought to Spartanburg to help establish the 
Railway system. He was murdered on December 17, 1920 at the railway crossing on East Main 
Street in Spartanburg by a former employee, G.W. Putnam, who was let go during the railway 
workers strike of 1919. 

Mr. Whittaker has given us a copy of the Spartanburg Herald front page from December 18, 1920 on which the 
shooting is the headline article. It is shown below. 

An enlarged portion of the story is shown on the next page with the main details. 
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